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57,800 reasons to stop the cuts and build a better, fairer way
 The Irish Congress of Trade Unions urges all parties in the Assembly and Executive to unite and oppose the planned cuts due for announcement next month by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
 The latest unemployment figures (57,800) show the vulnerability of the Northern Ireland economy to withstand £2 Billion of cuts, given that the rate of joblessness is growing faster here than anywhere else in the UK. 
 Congress is particularly concerned about the 41% of the unemployed who have been out of work for over a year, and the 17% of 18-24 year old young people who are ‘signing on’. 
 Speaking at the TUC annual conference in Manchester, ICTU Assistant General Secretary Peter Bunting said: 
 "Northern Ireland is still very much in recession. The picture for the private sector is still very bleak, and much activity is dependent upon contracts from the public sector, especially in construction, which saw a 10 per cent decrease in jobs over the past 12 months. Without capital spending on roads and public housing, the prospects for builders and their suppliers would be fatal.
 “What is especially worrying for our future is that almost one-third of the claimant count is under 25, and one-quarter are long-term unemployed. How these people will get jobs in normal circumstances is enough of a challenge. The prospect of cuts adding another 40-50,000 claimants onto the dole queues is a real one and one which cannot be ducked by the Executive.
 “We now have the highest unemployment since the Good Friday Agreement was signed. Over a decade of growth and hope has evaporated. Our economy is sick. It needs support. But the remedy suggested by the UK government and its cheerleaders will only make the patient more disabled and unable to develop and grow. 
 “We cannot afford these cuts. They must be opposed by all who think that we deserve a future.
  "It is time to speak out and join with civil society in support of a better and fairer way."    
  Peter Bunting is available for comment: 07740 180869 
 John O’Farrell
Communications Officer, NIC-ICTU
Tel: 07808 582546
Email: john.ofarrell@ictuni.org
 
NOTES TO THE EDITOR
 
1. The Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) is the single umbrella organisation for trade unions on the island of Ireland.  Congress is the largest civil society organisation on the island.  It is the apex body representing 750,000 workers affiliated through 64 trade unions in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  The organisation is required, through its mission statement, to strive to achieve economic development, social cohesion and justice by upholding the values of solidarity, fairness and equality. 
 The Northern Ireland Committee (NIC) of the ICTU is the representative body for 36 trade unions with 250,948 members across Northern Ireland.  In membership terms, it is the largest civil society organisation in Northern Ireland. Information on the NIC is available on www.ictuni.org 
 
 
 
