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Trade Unions back Minister’s stance to stop water charges and make NI Water a publicly accountable body 
  

The Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU)  has strongly backed Minister Conor Murphy’s statement in the NI Assembly today calling for NI Water to be brought firmly within the public service. 
The trade union body has urged the Minister to bring forward new legislative proposals as quickly as possible to change the status of NI Water and make it a fully accountable public body for the future.
ICTU organises the broad based Coalition Against Water Charges which campaigned successfully against the introduction of household water charges in Northern Ireland in 2007.  
The Coalition also welcomed then Minister’s commitments that there should be no privatisation and no separate household water charges.  
The trade union based Coalition further rejected Finance Minister’s comments that the DRD Minister’s comments were expensive and unrealistic.   
The Coalition Chairperson John Corey said that householders are already paying for water in their domestic rates and that should continue.  Mr Corey added
 “ We  believe strongly that the NI Water Company structure needs to be sorted out now once and for all and confirmed  that the body will be a fully  accountable public service in the future.  We want to see the Minister bring forward legislation to achieve this as soon as possible.
“We also strongly  reject the view that stopping privatisation and household water charges is unrealistic or too expensive.   The people are already paying for water services through their rates and that should be maintained.  The Water and Sewerage services are vital public services as much as Education or Health.
“If the NI Executive needs to raise more funding to assist with the costs of  water or other public services,  Ministers need to address the current domestic rate cap and freeze on rate increases which have benefitted  the better off in Northern Ireland.”
The Coalition is organised by the Northern Ireland Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, its affiliated unions, political parties, community groups and campaigning organisations. It is chaired by John Corey, former NIPSA General Secretary. 
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NOTES TO THE EDITOR
1. The Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) is the single umbrella organisation for trade unions on the island of Ireland.  Congress is the largest civil society organisation on the island.  It is the apex body representing 750,000 workers affiliated through 64 trade unions in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  The organisation is required, through its mission statement, to strive to achieve economic development, social cohesion and justice by upholding the values of solidarity, fairness and equality. 
2. The Northern Ireland Committee (NIC) of the ICTU is the representative body for 36 trade unions with 250,948 members across Northern Ireland.  In membership terms, it is the largest ivil society organisation in Northern Ireland. Information on the NIC is available on www.ictuni.org 
